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Every week requests are received wishing infor mati on as 
to how the tapes may be obtained for broadcast on local stations. 
This may be accomplished in two ways. If it is desired that 
the broadcast be current with that on the network it will be 
necessary that a tape be recorded for this particular need. This 
can be furnished at a cost of $5.00 per week. 
An alternate method is to have a tape forwarded after use 
by some other station. This would save all cost but postage 
back to the recording agency. Many localities are using this 
means and we will be happy to use this method so long as a 
sufficient number are available for forwarding. Don't forget 
this causes the broadcast to be delayed one week. 
In either event all tapes are to be r et urned for erasures 
and reuse. We shall be pleased to hear from any congregation 
desiring fuller information. Our new box number is 1858. 
By James D. Willeford No. 106 February 1, 1954 
Once a scoffer was ridiculing the prophecies of the Bible 
and said they were all written after the events had happen ed 
which they claimed to foretell. A preacher who heard the skeptic 
said, "There is one prophecy you 'll have to admit was written 
before its fulfillment." The scoffer asked, "What's that?" The 
preacher turn ed to the New Test ament and read, "There shall 
come in the last days scoffers" (2 Peter 3: 3, 4). The preacher 
pointed out that the scoffer was fulfilling this prophecy at that 
very time! 
Th ere are scores of prophec ie s in the Old Testament which 
foretell the coming of Christ, but hundreds of unbelievers will 
not accept th em. They claim these prop hesies were not written 
until after th ei r fulfillment . Of course, this claim is not true, 
for the Old Testament books were written hundred s of years 
befo re Christ. An outstanding scho lar has testified that "The 
who le Old Te stame nt was translated into Greek language a 
full 280 year s before Christ. This Septu ag int Ver sion is still 
h ighly prized. But the books of the Old Testament must have 
been r egard ed as sa cred long before this version was made , for 
@therwise no such transl ation wou ld have be en ma de" (Divine 
Demonstration by Harvey Ev erest , p . 349). The prophecies of 
the Old Testament foretold th e exact time of Christ's coming, 
and the place of His birth. They foretold more than a hundred 
eve nts in His life. Since we know the prophecies were written 
hu ndred s of years before Christ came, there is but one explan-
ation for them , and that is that God directed the - prophets in 
t heir writing . 
But sin ce som e men will not believe the prophe cie s of th e 
Old Te sta ment which ar e ful fill ed in the New Tes tam ent, it is 
our pur pose in thi s lesson to study with you some of the pro-
phecies of the Bibl e that are be ing fulfilled tod ay. The pro-
phecies whi ch we shall cite will be those so det ailed that 
t here will be no qu estion but that they were actual prophe cies . 
Anyon e can t ake hi s Bibl e in hand , read the prophecies there 
written. and then visit th e actual sites of the prophecies and be 
a witn ess of th eir fulfillm ent a t this very hour! Mark Hopkin s 
ha s sa id , "A pro phe cy ful filled befo re ou r eyes is a standin g 
mir a cle " (Evidences of Christianity, p. 300). 
Some of th e pro ph ecies of th e Bible pert a in to an cient 
ci ties such as Babylon. It hardly see ms necess ar y to desc rib e 
t he an cient splendor of Ba bylon beca us e this is so well known . 
The city was found ed in 2234 RC . It wa s the most splended 
a nd per manent of anci en t citie s . It s walls were fifte en miles 
square , 350 fe et high , and 87 feet thic k . Its hanging gar dens 
wer e one of th e se ve n wonde rs of t he wor ld , and its pala ces and 
t emples wer e wond erf ul beyon d de sc r iptio n (Divin e D emon stra -
t ion, by Ha rvey Eve rest, p . 290). 
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While Babylon was in its prime and all the world marveled 
at its wealth and might, the prophet Isaiah dared to foretell 
its doom in these striking words, "And Babylon, the glory of 
kingdoms the beauty of the Chaldeans' pride, shall be as when 
God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah . It shall never be inhabit-
ed, neither shall it be dwelt in from ge n era tion to generation; 
neither shall the Arabian pit ch his tent there; neither shall 
shepards make their flocks to lie down there. But wild beasts 
of the desert shall lie there; and their houses shall be full of 
doleful creatures; and ostriches shall dwell there, and wild 
goats shall dance there. And howling creatures shall cry in 
thei r castles, and jackals in the pleasant places" (Isaiah 13: ~9-
22; cf. Isa. 14, and Jer. 50) . Scholars say, "No better descrip-
tio n of the fate and condition of Babylon could be written now. 
These prophecies were literal , and they have been literally ful-
filled" (Evidence of Christianity, by Mark Hopkins, p. 309). 
These prophesies were written six hundred years before t~e 
Christian era. At the time they were penned, Baby lon was m 
the height of its glory, and it showed no signs of decay . No 
earthly wisdom could have foretold its fate. And yet, there 
stand the prophecies; and today many centuries have been 
looking down upon Babylon's ruins . Like Sodom, it is utterly 
clestroyed. From age to age it has not been inhabited. The 
Arab and the shepard fear to go there. The valley is no longer 
fertile no one sows or reaps, and pools of water have gathered 
where' once stood its pleasant palaces. Its site is cast up in 
heaps. The writer Volney says, "Nothing is left of Babylon 
but heaps of earth trodden under foot of men" (The Ruins, 
chap. IV) . The prophet said, "Neither shall the Arabian pitch 
his tent there," and scholars say, "It is well known that the 
superstitous fear of ghosts, and the dread of wild beasts, pre-
Yent the Arabs from camping among the ruins" (A Hand • Book 
of Christian Evidences, by Laurence W. Scott,p. 70). The pro-
phet said "It shall be desolate; every one that goeth by Babylon 
shall be ~stonished" (Jer. 1:13) . Tra ve lers who visit the ruins 
sa y, "A more complete picture of desolation could not well be 
imagmed" (Scott, Ibid., p. 72) . Well migb' the poet say: 
Babylon, that walked in pride, 
Now sleeps a shapeless ruin . 
One of the most remarkable prophecies of the Bible was 
spoken about Egypt. The history of this co~ntry stretches back 
six thousand years into the very dawn of history, and always it 
has been the center of a highly - developed type of civilization. 
Egypt was noted for the quality of its manufactured articles. 
Sculpture an painting done by the people of that country 
t housands of years ago seem marvelous even to us in the 
twentieth century, for one thing because the colors of the paint 
which they used remain fresh and vivid until the present time. 
Egyp ·t was called the "granary of the world," even in the time 
of Augustus Caesar, in the first century B. C. It was against 
such a land as this and it was at the very height of Egypt's 
power, after it had enjoyed an unbroken prosperity of 3500 years, 
that the prophets spoke against. Egypt . 
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The prophets said Egyl)t was to become desolate in th e 
midst of desolation (Ezek. 29: 9-12) . Scholars say "This onc e 
firtlle and populous country has long been 'desolate in th e 
midst of desolations.' The valley of the Nile is strewn with 
the monuments of its former glory-pyramids, temples, and 
cities; antl in whatever direction one goes from this land of 
ruins he finds desolation-in the Desert of Sahara, in Ethiopia , 
in Arabi,a, in Palestine" (A Hand-Book of Christian Evidence , 
by Scott, p. 294). 
The prophet predicted that there should be no more a princ e 
of Egypt, but that the country wottld be ruled by stranger s 
(Ezek. 29 and 30). Reputable scholars say , "The prediction , 
'there shall be no more a prince of the land of Egypt' has bee n 
literally fulfilled" (Bible vs. Modernism, by Trice and Robertson , 
p. 124). "Since 358 B. C. it has been ruled · successively by th e 
Persians, th e Greeks, the Ptolemies, the Romans, the Saracens , 
and the Turks" (Divine Demonstration, by Everest, p. 294). In 
the twentieth century it has been dictated to by Britis h 
sove reignty . 
Th e prophet said E gyp t would becom e the basest or th e 
kingdoms (Ezek. 29:15) . Historians say "It has become th e 
basest of kingdoms-the basest whether we consider its people , 
its ruler s , its government . .. its poverty, or its abject vassal -
age to foreign powers" (Ibid. , p. 295). Scholars say, "The pro -
phecy of Ezeki61 has been literaly fulfilled, and all that wa s 
the glory of ancient Egypt is gone forever as predicted by th e 
prophet. Their nationality perished when Nebuchadnezzar con -
quered the land as foretold in this prophecy, the confirmatio n 
of which is recorded in the annals of this Babylonian king , 
found in recent years at Babylon. Their civilization , their laws . 
and institutions, even their langu ag e and alphabet, as well as 
their religion and the people as a race , have perished from th e 
earth . .. the land now being inhabited by Mohammedan Arabs " 
(Bible vs. Modernism, by Trice and Robertson, p . 124) . 
At the time the prophecy was spoken against Egypt, noth -
ing seemed more impossible than its fulfillment. Egypt wa s 
at the height of its power, and she was aspiring to rule of 
Western Asia. No prophet could have foretold by his own wis -
dom all the details of Egypt's slow downfall . We therefore . 
conclude that the prophet was inspired of God when he fore-
told the destruction of proud Egypt. 
Another prophecy that was fulfilled before our eyes wa s 
the prediction of Moses concerning the final dipersion of th e 
Biblical Jewish nation. This proph ecy was spoken more than 
fifteen hundred years before it was fulfilled . In the prophec y 
Moses said to Israel, "If thou wilt not hearken unto the voice 
of the Lord thy God, to observe to do all his commandments 
and his statutes which I command thee this day ; that all thes e 
curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee" (Deut. 28 : 15) . 
Moses predh:ted that if the people of Israel did not obey th e 
Lord, they would "be removed Into all the kingdoms of the 
ea rth" (Dent. 28:25). 
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The prophet fortold that the Israelites would find no ease 
amon g the nations but that they would be oppressed every -
where. He also foretold that their plagues would be of long 
contiuance, and that they would become an astonishment, a 
prov erb, and a by-word among all nations. This prediction is 
being fulfilled and no man can deny it. Scholars say, ,,They 
were plu cked from their own land and dispersed into all na-
tions. In what country are they not found? And in what land 
ar e they not a proverb and a by-word? Where have they ... 
found ease or rest? In what land are they not persecuted?" 
(Divine Demonstrations, p. 289). Byron well expressed the fate 
of the Jews in his Hebrew Melodies. He said: 
The wild gazelle on Judah's hills 
Exulting yet may bound, 
And drink from all the living rills 
That gu sh on holy ground: 
But we must wander witheringly, 
In other lands to die: 
And where our fathers' ashes be, 
Our own may never lie. 
The Lord promised through His prophets that He would 
not destroy the Jews, but that they would remain a distinct 
ra ce of pe ople (Lev. 26:44; Num. 23:9; Jer. 30:11). How re-
markable that, during the long night of their dispersion, they 
should have remained a separate and distinct people. Reason 
would have suggested , that if any nation of antiquity lost its 
id entity, it would be the Jews, scattered as they are over the 
glob e ; but, they are the ones, above all others, that have pre -
served their identity! They have outlived all their ancient .ene· 
mies. The destroyed survive the destroyers! Where are those 
ancient nations that oppressed them? Where are the Assyrians? 
Where are the Philistines? Where are the Chaldeans? Where 
are the Macedonians? Where are the Romans? All have passed 
away. But the Jews can trace their ancestry back generation 
by generation to those ancient people who were delivered from 
Egyptian bondage by Moses. 
One scholar has said, "As long as the Jews survive I will 
elieve the Bible to be of divine origin. Do you want to shake 
my faith in the truthfulness of Moses and the prophets? Let 
me st and by the death-bed of the last surviving Hebrew-let 
me see him expire, and follow him to the grave; then, and not 
till th en, will I renounce my faith in inspiration!" (A Hand· 
Book of Christian Evidence, p.98). 
The prophets foretold both the scatterig of the Jews, and 
their preservation as a people. How could these men have 
known thirty-five hundred years ago what is taking place today? 
Their prophecy is being fulfilled, and its fulfillment is testimony 
ever-present to the prophets' inspiration. 
Another prophecy which is being fulfilled today is the one 
concerning unbelievers. The Apostle Peter foretold that "there 
shall come in the last days scoffers" (2 Peter 3 :3). Most un-
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believers are scoffers. Voltaire said, "twenty years more, and 
God will be in a pretty plight!" Bob Ingersol made a business 
of delivering lectures on what he termed "the mistakes of 
Moses." Dr. Stine called Paul a "scoundrel and liar" (A Hand-
Book of Christian Evidence, p. 144,145). Infidels are merely 
fulfilling prophecy when they scoff at the Bible and its teach· 
ings. 
The prophet further predicted that unbelievers would deny 
the flood and scoff at the Bible teaching about Christ's return. 
These prophecies are being fulfilled every day. They are evi· 
dence except by refusing to consider it. The agreement of 
prophecy and history cannot be explained away; so much co-
incidence cannot be the result of chance. Therefore, we con-
clude with the Apostle Peter, that "The prophecy came not in 
old times by the will of man; but holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Spirit" (2 Peter 1:21). 
The prophets of the New Testament predicted the method 
by which the world will be destroyed, and Christians believe 
their prophecy will come true. They said, "The day of the Lord 
will come as a thief in the night; in which the heavens shall 
pass away with great noise, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also, and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up" (2 Peter 3:10). Many unbelievers scoff at 
this prophecy, and they say there is too much water for the 
shall be burned up" (2 Peter 3: 10). Many unbelievers scoff at 
earth to be burned up; but they forget that the earth beneath 
us is one vast mass of fire, hotter than any smelter's furnace. 
They forget the great reservoirs of gas that have beendis-
covered. They seem oblivious of the fact that rivers of oil are 
flowing beneath the earth's surface. All these facts make the 
preservation of the earth a greater wonder than its destruction 
would be. They suggest that as easily as a man can strike a ' 
match and light a bonfire, the Creator of the world could wrap 
this earth in a vast sheet of fire. 
After uttering this prophecy the apostle says, "Seeing then 
that all these things are to be dissolved, what manner of persons 
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness?" (2 Peter 
3:11). Since men can know what lies ahead, they should obey 
the gospel of Christ, and live as faithful Christians. The Lord 
pleads for your soul's salvation. He offers salvation. to all who 
believe in Him, repent of their sins, confess the Christ, and are 
baptized into Him. "The Lord is not slack concerning his 
promises ... but is longsuffering ... not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance" (2 Peter 3:9). 
He offers salvation to all who will be constrained by His 
mer cy, convicted by His law, and converted by His love. 
By James D. Willeford No. 107 February 14, 1954 
A few months ago I read the story of an old sheeph erder 
in the hills of Idaho, who was a faithful li s tener to one of the 
finer musical programs on the radio. One night after listening 
to the concert he wrote a rather amusing letter to the broadcast -
Ing station in which he made a most unusual request. He said : 
"I enjoy your program from New York every week, and I am 
writing to ask you a favor. It's rather lonely up here in th e 
hills, and I haven't much to entertain me, aside from the rad io. 
No other human beings are near. Now I have an old violin 
which I used to play, but it has gotten badly out of tune . I 
wonder if you would take just a moment on your program n ext 
week to strike 'A' on the piano, so that I may tune my violin ." 
Well, at first they only smiled about that letter. But then 
they began to see something more than humor in it. Was it 
perhaps a symbol of what they should be able to do with good 
music on the air? They decided to use the letter on the bro a d-
cast. And so that night they actually interrupted the program 
long enough to strike "A" on the piano in New York, while th e 
old sheepherder in the hills of Idaho got the right pitch for hi ,1 
violin (Faith Amid Fear, by Peter Eldersv eld, p. 3). 
As I read that story the thought came to me that we need 
something like that in a spiritual sense. Our world seems to 
be out of tune with God, and that accounts for all the discord. 
We are making noise, not music. There are wars and rumors 
of wars; national and international tensions; crime, confli@t, 
corruption, even in high places; turmoil within and without; 
and a widespread feeling of fear in the hearts of men. 
Not only the world as a whole, but men as individuals a ls o 
give evidence of being out of tune with God. This accounts for 
the parental delinquency, the crimes , the broken homes, and the 
immorality in our land. Much of the misery, wretchedness, and 
woe of today is caused by our people being out of tune with 
God. It is not necessary for us to remain in a state of such 
discord, for the Lord gave us the Bible that we might tune our 
hearts and lives to His will. If you will permit it, the Bible will 
bring harmony and peace to your soul. 
The reason so many of our people are out of harmony with 
God's will is that they are not letting His message through to 
their souls. They are listening to everybody but God. The 
guesses, and predictions of scientists and philosophers are heard 
rather than the word of God. Our situation may be illustrated 
by an Incident that happened in one of our southern cities. A 
water main had burst, shutting off the water supply from 
hundreds of homes in one section of town . A postman dis cover-
ed the trouble, and hurrying to a phone, he tried to notify the 
officials of the water company, but failed. The reason was that 
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many housewives were complaining to the water company, and 
holding the line from him. Thus, the only person who knew 
the source of trouble was barred from using the phone . 
In our confused state today we are listening to too many 
voices to be able to hear the solution to our problems . If for 
just a minute we could stop all these voices and listen carefully , 
we would hear the real answer, the correct solution. Quietly, 
confidently we would hear the voice of Christ speak as He has 
been speaking for centuries . If we will listen to God's Son, 
and obey His word we will find the peace that passeth all 
understanding. 
Something more the Bible will do for you is to bring you 
the knowledge of eternal salvation. The forty-eight scholars 
who gave the King James Version of the Bible to the world 
prefaced their translation with the very appropriate statement 
that "If we be ignorant , the Scriptures will instruct us; if out 
of the way, they will bring us home; if out of order , they will 
reform us ; if in heaviness, comfort . us; if dull, quicken us; if 
cold, inflame us." These scholars could make this statement 
because an inspired writer of the Bible said, "I am not ashamed 
of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salva-
tion to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek . For therein is the righteousness of God revealed" 
(Rom . 1: 16, 17) . The very purpose of the Bible is to give God's 
revelation to man, and to show man his relationship to God . 
God's word is not merely in the Bible, but God's word is the 
Bible. An unknown author has truly written: 
This Book unfolds Jehovah's mind. 
This Book salutes in accents kind . 
This Friend our needs will amply meet. 
This Fountain sends forth joys sweet. 
This Mine affords us boundless wealth . 
This Good Physician gives us health. 
This Sun renews and warms the soul. 
This Sword both wounds and makes us whole. 
This Letter shows our sins forgiven. 
This Guide conducts us safe to heaven. 
This Charter has been sealed with blood. 
This Volume is the Word of God. 
Even scientists recognize that the Bible only can give us 
the knowledge of salvation. Galileo said, "I believe that the 
intention of Holy Writ was to persuade men of the truths neces-
sary to salvation, such as neither science nor other means 
could render credible , but only the voice of the Holy Spirit"' 
(Book of Books, by Goldman, p. 292). 
Not only will the Bible give you the knowledge of salvation, 
but it will produce faith in your heart. The Apostle John said, 
"And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are 
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God; and that believing ye might have life through his 
name" (John 20:30, 31) . Thus the Lord testified that the writ-
ten word of God will produce saving faith . The leaders of 
many denominations acknowledge that faith is produced by the 
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written message of God. Even Mr. Dwight L. Moody, of evan-
gelistic fame, once said, "I prayed for faith, and thought that 
some day faith would come down and strike me like lightning . 
But faith did not seem to come. One day I read in the tenth 
chapter of Romans, 'Now faith comes by hearing, and hearing 
by the Word of God.' I had closed my Bible , and prayed for 
faith. I now opened my Bible and began to study, and faith has 
been growing ever since" (Pocket Bible Handbook, by Halley , 
preface). 
The Bible will provide light to direct your footsteps . David 
said, "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path" (Psa. 119:105). Paul said Christ "hath brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel" (2 Tim . 1 :10). Never 
book spake like the Bible . No other comes home to the hear t 
and conscience, with light and power and healing as doe s the 
Bible. It teaches man how to live and how to die . 
A celebrated infidel is said to have exclaimed in his last 
moments, "I am about to take a leap in the dark." Ca st the 
Bible aside, and every man at death takes a "leap in the dark." 
Only the Bible can guide our feet "more and more unto th e 
perfect day." Without it we are in the darkness of spiritual 
night. 
Something more the Bible will do for you is to picture your -
self as you really are. It is the mirror of the soul (James 1: 25) . 
The Bible is so revealing that it "pierces ev en to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and 
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart" (Heb . 
4:12). When we look into God's mirror we are made to reailize 
that "all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" 
(Rom. 3:23). A mirror exposes wrinkles and dirt that may be 
upon the face, and the Bible does the same with the heart. 
Reading the Bible shows us our sins. Many who refuse to re-
pent and change get tired of seeing their "dirty faces" in God's 
mirror-so they stop looking into it. How foolish! It would be 
far better to see the dirt, confess it, and be washed in the Blood 
of the Lamb. 
If you will permit it the Bible will convert your soul , and 
change your life . The Apostle James said, "Of hi s own will 
begat he USi with the word of truth .. . Wherefore . . . re ce ive 
with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your 
souls" (James 1:18, 21). Peter said, "Seeing ye hav e purified 
your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit . .. being 
born again, not of corruptible seed, but of in corruptible, by the 
word of God which liveth and abideth forever .. . And this is 
the word which by the gospel is preached unto you" (1 Peter 
1: 22, 23, 25). Paul said the word of God is the sword of 
the Spirit (Eph. 6:17). The Spirit convicts and converts men 
to Christ but He does it through His sword, the written word 
of God. Many religious leaders in the denominational world 
acknowledge that this is true . Mr. Dwight L. Moody said that 
in every case of conversion he knew of it was some portion of 
the Bible that the Holy Spirit used . A missionary to China 
has said, "l believe the Bible is the Word of God beoause it is 
the holy book God uses in the conversion of men. I am so con -
vinced of this that I never speak to the unsaved in China with-
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out having my open Bible,-'the sword of the Spirit , which is 
the word of God.' His Word is like fire and like a hammer that 
breaketh the rock in pieces. In all the history of the Church 
of Jesus Christ there is no authentic instance of a soul being 
genuinely born into the Kingdom of God apart from the Bible or 
something derived from it" (3000 Illustrations for Christian 
Service, by Walter B. Knight, p. 63). 
Something more the Bible will do for you is to restrain you 
from sinning. In the Old Testam ent David asked, "Wherewithal 
shall a young man cleanse his way?" and he answer ed, "by 
taking heed thereto according to thy word" (P sa. 119 : 9) . Th e 
sweet singer of Israel further said, "Thy word have I hid in 
mine heart, that I might not sin against thee" (Ps a. 119:11). 
When Christ was tempted He repulsed Satan by using the 
written word of God (Matt . 4:4). The Apostl e John said to 
Christians, "The se things write I unto you, that ye sin not" (l 
John 2:1 ). We conquer sin also by the ,vord: "And they over 
came him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their 
testimony" (Rev. 12 :11) . The faithful Christian derives help 
from the Scriptures that will enable him to overcome the Wick-
ed One . A Bible schol ar has said, "We are penned up into the 
Scriptures as into our sheepfolds . While we contain ourselves 
within them, we are safe; the wolf may howl , but he cannot 
bite us" (Hackett, in Biblical Museum , p. 315). 
The power of the Bible to restrain sin wa s reco gnized by 
Voltaire the French scholar who fought the Bible. One day , 
when he and his friends were discussing their theories of in-
fidelity around the dining table, Voltaire said: "Hush, gentle-
men, till the servants are gone. If they believed as we do, none 
of our lives would be safe" (3000 Illustrations for Christian 
Service, p. 52). 
A further good the Bible will do for you is to enable you 
to bear your afflictions . Paul said to Christians, "For our light 
affliction, which is but for a mom ent, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory" (2 Cor. 4:17). What a 
tremendous claim this is-that affliction somehow yields glory, 
that suffering is used by God for our good! The early Chris-
tians rejoiced in suffering. They saw good in it. They did not 
bear it in tight-lipped silence-they smiled their way through 
it, from affliction to glory. This was something new. The 
heathen couldn't understand it. They were bewildered by it. 
There are hosts of people today who cannot understand how 
"all things work together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are called according to his purpose" (Rom. 8:28). 
The reason they cannot understand it is simple. Their difficulty 
is that they see only one side of the pattern. They look at it 
from the side of this life. The other side is the side of eternity. 
Did you ever look at the pack of a piece of tapestry? 
There seems to be no design. Its a confused tangle 
or threads and a riot of colors. But then you turn 
it over, and there is the order and the beauty. The 
colors are blended. The threads are woven into a lovely pat-
tern. So it is with afflictions in this life. When the Christian 
compares them with eternity they are but for a moment, and 
their purpose ls to work for us an eternal weight of glory . 
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Brewton . . . . . . WEBJ 
F1orence . . . . . . . WJOI 
Gadsden WGAD 
Greenvllle WGYV 
Hamilton . . . . WERH 
Huntevllle . . . . WHBS 
Marion . . . . . . . WJAM 
Mobile . .. .. .. WALA 
Montgom e ry . . W APX 
Scotteboro WCRI 
Selma ... ... . WGWC 
Talladega Vi'HTB 
Troy .... .. . . . WTBT 
Tusc&loosa . . .. WJRD 
Tuske,cee WTUS 
ARIZONA-
Bisbee ..... . . . 
Cllfton .... . ... . 
F1ai,;staff ... . 
Kingman ..... . 
Phoenix 
Tuceon 
ARKANSAS-
Eldorado ..... . 
Ft. Smith . ... . 
Hot Springs . . 
Little Rock ... 
~T,: C!AhPe 
KSUN 
KCLF 
KCLS 
KGAN 
KOY 
KCNA 
KDMS 
KFSA 
KWFC 
KGHI 
KVSA 
KBRS Springdale 
CALIF ORNIA-
Bakel'l!i'\eld . . . . KPMC 
Blythe . . • . . . . KYOR 
Eureka . . . . . . . . KJEM 
FrMno . . . . . . . KARM 
Indio . ......... KREO 
Los An,:ele11 . . KECA 
Portersville . . . . KTIP 
San Francieco . . KGO 
San Lule OMsoo KA TY 
COLORADO-
1450 
1230 
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1240 
1340 
1350 
1400 
970 
1550 
1310 
HlO 
1600 
1050 
1340 
1240 
1490 
1150 
fiSO 
1230 
HOO 
1360 
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550 
fi80 
1290 
950 
1340 
1250 
1220 
1340 
1560 
1450 
1480 
1430 
1400 
790 
1450 
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1340 
1 00 p.m 
1 00 'l),m. 
S 00 a.m 
I 00 a.m . 
8 eo a.m 
1 00 p.m 
4 00 p.m 
1 00 p.rn 
7 H a..m. 
t 80 a.m . 
t 30 a .m. 
1 00 p.m . 
4 30 p.m . 
1 30 p.m . 
1 30 o.m. 
1 00 p.m 
9 eo o.m . 
1 30 p.m . 
1:00 P.m. 
3 :00 p.m 
8:00 a .m. 
1:00 p.m. 
7:00 a.m. 
! :00 p.m. 
1 :00 p.m. 
1:&0 p.m. 
8 :30 p.m 
1:00 p .m. 
t:Ot a.m . 
6:00 p .m . 
16:00 a.m . 
3 :30 p .rn . 
8:(19 a.m. 
! :38 p .m . 
S:!8 p.m . 
!:st p.m. 
3:39 p .m. 
S:H p.m. 
3:30 p.m. 
Denver KVOD 630 3:60 p.m . 
Trinidad KCRT 1240 11 :00 a.m . 
CONNECTICUT-
Bridgeport .... WNAB 1450 9 :39 p.m . 
Hartford WTHT a30 t :ot J).m . 
DELAWARE-
Wilmington . . . WILM 1450 1 ·Ot pm FLORIDA- . . . 
Galneevllle WGGG 
.Jacksonville . . WJHP 
Leesburg . . . . . WLBE 
Ml&ml .. .. . .. WQAM 
P&nama City . . WPCF 
Sanford . . . .. . WTRR 
Tallah&ssee . . . WTNT 
Tampa - St . Pete WSUN 
<IEORGIA-
Atlanta WOST 
Au,:usta . . . . . WGAC 
Brun11wlck . . . . WGI'G 
Cairo .. . ...... WGRA 
C:trtel"l!vll!e . . . WBHF 
Columbtt!! WGBA 
Da.weon WDWD 
Macon WNEX 
Rome ........ WLAQ 
Sayannah . . . . WDAR 
ValdO!!lta . . . . . . WGAJ!I' 
IDA.110-
1230 
1320 
790 
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1400 
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t20 
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1440 
1300 
1450 
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HOO 
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1:00 p.m . 
8:00 p .m . 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1 :&8 p.m . 
8:30 p .m. 
1:00 1>.m. 
1:98 J).m . 
T:H J).m . 
2:9' p .m . 
1:80 p.m . 
3:00 p.m . 
18:00 a.m. 
T:S8 a.m. 
2:90 p.m. 
1:011 J).m. 
1:N p.m . 
1:99 n.m. 
t :oe D.m. 
Bolme . . . . . . . . . KGEM 11411 ! : ff Jl.m . 
Pocatello . . . . . KWJK H4t t :H a .Ill . 
ILLilf Ol!I--
Chlca,;o . WENR-WLI'! 
Melfn• ...•..• WQUA 
Q9ln$1 . . . . . . . WGEM 
I1'DJ.J1.:!U.-
Ander11&n . . . • WHBU 
~v&nllYHle . . . . WJPS 
n. . Wa.:rne . . . . WGL 
"Bloomln,;ton • . WTT!'I 
2 :St p.m. 
T:'H a.m. 
8:91 a.m . 
1 :H i, .rn. 
8 :It p.m 
l :et 11.m 
1 :M 11.m 
YOU MAY HEAR THE HERALD OF TRUTH OVER THESE STATIONS 
Portland 
lOWA-
WPGW 1448 12 :JO p.m 
Cedar Rapids .. WMT 
Des Moines . . . . KSO 
Si oux City . . . . . KSCJ 
Waterloo KXEL 
.KANSAS-
60G 7 :39 a .m . 
Htlo 1 :oe p.m . 
1360 19: 30 v.m . 
1649 8 :30 p.m . 
Coffe yv ille ... . 
Dodg e c:ty .. . 
Great Beud .. . 
To pe ka . .. ... . 
W ichita 
KEN T UCJ(Y-
Bo"·ling Green 
Louisville 
Ma yfield 
Pad uca h ... . . 
LOUISIANA-
Bato n Rouge .. 
Monroe ... .. . 
New Orleans .. 
Shr evep ort 
l\TAINE-
KGGF 
KG NO 
KGVB 
W H E:\' 
KWBB 
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1370 
1590 
12!i0 
HlO 
KWCT 930 
WKLO 1080 
WKTM 1050 
WKYB 570 
WLCS 910 
KM LB 1440 
W.SMB 1350 
KRMD 1340 
Bangor . . . . . . . . \ V A RI 910 
Po rtla nd . . . . . . WPOR 1450 
MARYLAND-
Baltimo re . . . . WFRB 1300 
Cumb er la nd . . WDYK 1230 
'IT A !ilSACllrSET'l'S-
Roston . . . . . . . WVDA 1260 
Garnn e1· . . \V f-lO B 13~0 
T.nw r enc e WLA w· 680 
Snri n gf ie ld WSPR 1270 
, vo r ceRter W ORC 1400 
MTCRJGAN-
Rat t le Cree k . . WELL 
Bay City . . . . WBCM 
Detroit . . . . . . . WXYZ 
1400 
1440 
1270 
Flint .... .. . . . . WTAC 600 
1320 
1450 
1150 
Lans (·ng WILS 
Ludington .... WKLA 
Mt. Pleasant . . WCEN 
Mu!Skeg ,>n .. . .. . \VKBZ 850 
,nNNESOTA-
M a nlrntn KTO!'; 143n 
Mlnn .- St. Paul WTCN 1280 
MlSSTSSIPPI-
Boone v ille ... . 
Ce nter v ille . .. . 
Columbus 
Greenwood 
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Laurel .. .. , . 
McComb . .. .. . 
'Meridian 
Nat ch ez .. .. . . 
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Cane Gir a rdeau 
Kansas City .. 
Rolla . . . .. .. . . 
St. Louis . . . .. . 
Sprlngfl eln ... . 
llfONTANA-
Bozeman 
Great Falls .. 
H elena 
Mi~ so ula ... .. . 
NERRASKA-
WPIP 
WGLC 
WCBI 
WABG 
WSLI 
WKOZ 
WLAU 
WSKB 
WTOK 
WNAT 
1400 
1580 
1340 
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930 
1340 
1490 
1250 
1450 
1240 
KFVS 960 
KCMO 810 
KTTR 14'90 
KXOK 630 
KWTO 560 
KXLQ 1ml 
KXLK 14(10 
KXL.T 1240 
KXLL 1450 
2:00 p.m 
1 :30 p.m 
1:00 p .m 
1 :00 J) . lll 
3 :30 v.m . 
1 :00 p .m 
1 :00 p .m 
4 :15 p_m . 
1:30 p.m . 
1 :00 P.m . 
2: 00 p.m . 
l :00 p.m . 
1 :00 p.m . 
1 :00 p.m 
9 :00 a.m . 
3:00 p .m . 
8:00 P.m . 
1 :00 p.m . 
1 ·AO p .m 
1 :00 p .m 
2 :00 P.m . 
1 :00 p.m . 
1:80 p .m . 
1 :00 p.m . 
1 :00 p .m . 
10 :30 p .m. 
1 :06 p .m. 
1 :00 p.m 
2 :00 p.m . 
2 :00 r .m . 
2: Qn n .m . 
7:30 a.m . 
1 :00 p .m . 
8:00 a.m . 
6 :00 p.m 
1:00 p.m . 
2 :00 p.m . 
1 :00 p .m 
1 :00 p.m. 
2 :00 p .m . 
1 :00 p .m . 
1 :00 p.m . 
8 :30 p .m . 
12 :30 p .m 
8:45 a.m . 
1 :00 p .m . 
1 :00 p .m . 
8 :M a.m . 
8 :00 a.m . 
8 :00 a.m . 
8:00 a .m . 
L ;n col n . . .. .. . KFOR 1240 10 :30 a .m . 
N. Pl att .... . . KNBR · 970 9:00 a .m . 
Omaha . . .. ... . KOIL 1290 5 :30 p.m. 
Sinney .. ..... . . KSTD U40 9 :St 11..m. 
NF.VADA-
Las Vega s . . . . KF-NO 1460 
NEW HAM'PSlHRE -
Claremont . . . . KTSV 1230 
Laconia . . . . . . WLNH 1340 
Lebanon . . . . . . WTSL 1480 
Manchester . . WMUR 810 
NEW M'EXJCO-
9 :~0 p.m . 
1 :00 p .m . 
1 :On n .m . 
1 :00 p .m . 
S:00 Til.Ttl. 
Los Alamos . . . KRSN 
Santa Fe . . . . . • KTRC 
Lecon: ·a. WLNH 
New York .... KABC 
R oches te r WET 
Sa li sbury WSA 'l ' 
'Wi lk es-Barr e . . WILK 
N EW YOllK-
Al bany . . . . . . . WROW 
New Yo rk . . . . W .·\BC 
Olean . ....... WHDL 
Po ughk eep sie . . \VKIP 
R o chester \VVET 
Saran ac Lake WEAV 
Syracuse WAGE 
N OR TH CAROUNA-
Asheville . . . . . . WLOS 
Charlo tte WAYS IOurham . . . . . . WTIK Fayettev ille (Sat) 
WFLB 
Sa liRbu ry . .. . . . WSAT 
f N ilm inc:t on .. . . WGN I 
l ~Vinston -S a lem WATR 
NOR '£JI DAKOTA-
F a rgo ..... . ... KFGO 
Grand Forks KILO 
OHIO-
Cleve l an d 
Co lu mb us 
East L iver pool 
Lim a 
T ole do 
Young :::to~rn . . 
OKLAHOMA -
Ada ... . ... .. . . 
Eni d ..... . ... . 
McAle s te r 
Mu skoi,;ee 
Oklahom a City 
Tul Ra ... . .. . . . 
OREGON-
WJW 
WHKC 
WOHi 
WIMA 
WTOL 
WBBW 
KADA 
KCRC 
KTMC 
KBIX 
KTOK 
KRMG 
E ug ene . . . . . . . . KASH 
M ed ford . . . . . . KMED 
P en dleton KWRC 
P or tl an n . . . . . . . KEX 
Re clmonn K.TUN 
The Dalles KOnT , 
PENN8YI,VANJA -
Harrisbu rg . . . \VCM H 
Johnstown WCRO 
L em oy ne . . . . . WCMB 
Philad eloh '.-a WFTL 
Pi tts bur g WCA E 
Stat e Co ll ege v\'l' ,,f A .T 
W ilkAs- Rarr \~' TT ,K 
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HH 
HOO 
134. 
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1490 
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770 
1456 
1460 
1280 
960 
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1380 
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1310 
1490 
1280 
1340 
1340 
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1060 
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610 
14'90 
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1230 
1240 
1230 
1390 
1400 
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1600 
1440 
1240 
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12'40 
1~~0 
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1230 
1460 
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1250 
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9~0 
8:80 p.m . 
3:00 p .m . 
1 :00 l).IQ . 
12 '. 30 ll.lTI . 
1 :00 p.m . 
1 :00 p.m 
3:00 p .m . 
1:60 p .m 
U:30 p .m 
1 :00 p .m 
1 :00 p .m 
1 :00 p .m 
::? 1) i l 
12:00 p .m 
1 :00 p .m 
1:00 p .m 
2:00 p .m . 
1 :00 p.m 
l :00 p .m . 
8 :30 a .m 
1 :90 J).m . 
1:00 p.m. 
1 :00 v.m . 
1 :00 p.m . 
1:00 J).m . 
1:00 J).m . 
9:00 a..m . 
12 :30 p.m . 
8 :SO a..m . 
1 :00 p .m . 
1 :00 p .m. 
1 :00 p.m . 
2 :00 p .m . 
9:30 a.m . 
2:00 p .m . 
1 :09 p .m . 
7 :38 a .m. 
1:0 0 p .m . 
3 :30 p .m . 
3 :St! p .m . 
1 ,on 11.m. 
R no q _m 
1:00 p .m . 
7 :30 a.m . 
2 ,00 p.m . 
3 :00 p .m . 
~ :0 0 't.ln 
1:0Qr .m . 
P ro v id en ce . . . . WPJB 1420 1 :00 p .m . 
so w rn CA TtOT,INA-
Columbla. WCOS HOO 
Florence WJMX 970 
1 :00 p .m . 
10 :30 a .m . 
7:00 a .m . 
1 :00 p .m. 
1:00 p .m . 
•
Orangeb urg . . . WDIX 1450 
Sparta nbur g . . W JAN 1400 
~umter . . . . . . . . WSSC 1240 
SOU'l'H nAKOTA-
Aherdee n KSDN 930 10 :30 s..m . 
' Huron . . . . . . . . . . KTJV lMO 9 :00 a.m . 
'rENNESS RF.-
Chattanooga . . W APO 1150 
J ackso n WTJS 1!90 
Johnson Ci t y . . WP.TB 79@ 
Kn ox ville . . . . . . WBIR 1240 
Memphis WHBQ 560 
M orrlstown . . . WCRK 1459 
Naehvme WSIX 980 
TF.XAS-
A bl Jen e . .. . .. . . 
Amarillo .. . . . . 
A.us tin 
KRBC 1470 
KFDA H40 
KTBC 590 
1 :10 p .m. 
1 :t!O p .m . 
6 :15 p.m . 
1:St p .m . 
1 :00 p.m . 
9 :00 p .m . 
5:30 p .m . 
1:00 J).m . 
1:00 p.m . 
4:SO Jl.m . 
Bea;..nont . . . KFDM 
Uig S pr: n g . . . . KBST 
Brown field KTFY 
Brown wo od KBWD 
Corpus Ch ri sti .KE YS 
E l P aso . . . . . . K E PO 
Ft. Worth . . . . WBAP 
Graham KSWA 
H ous to n K:O.: YZ 
Lo11gview KFRO 
r .uh ho ck KFYO 
Marlin . . . . . . . . KMLW 
Midland . . . . . . . KCRS 
Na cog doches K OS F 
Par is .. . . . ..... KPL T 
Plea ~ant on (Tues.) 
QuR.nah 
San An ge lo .. . 
San Anto 11io .. 
Texark ana 
\Vichit a Fa lls 
l'TAll-
KRnP 
K OL J 
KG KL }{M AC 
KCMC 
KF DX 
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1490 
1300 
1330 
1H6 
ti90 
570 
U3 0 
1:-:::?0 
1370 
i'.I\) 
1010 
550 
1230 
lH O 
1~RO 
ll fiO 
960 
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1230 
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Pr ov o . . . .. . . . . 
Salt La ke City 
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VERMONT-
KCR U 1400 
K UT A 570 
KJAM 1340 
1 00 p.m. 
1 00 1,.m. 
4 S(I p.m. 
6 30 i,.m. 
9 te i, .m. 
3 66 p.m. 
1 Ot n.m. 
4 It p .m. 
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1 00 p.m . 
4 00 p.m. 
4 00 Jl. nI 
1 SO o.m . 
1 00 o.m . 
5 30 J).!Tl . 
8:0 0 ,i,.m . 
12:45 p.m . 
1 :00 p .m. 
6:38 p .m . 
1:0() p .m . 
1 :00 p.m . 
3 :00 p .m . 
7:30 a .m . 
3:00 p .m. 
1 :00 pm . 
1 :00 p.m . 
Brattlehor o W'TRA 1460 
Montpel ie r-Ba rre WSKI 1240 
Yl RG INl ,\-
1230 12 :SO p .m. 
1310 6 :30 p.m . 
F re d er icksb urg WFV A 
Nor fo lk . . . . . . . . WGH 
Richm ond V/XG I 950 1: 30 p.m . 
W A Sl! I NGT ON-
Aberd ee n . . . . . KBKW H50 
e.ak . . . . . . . . KOM W f.80 
Pasco . . . . . . . . KPinV 1340 
Sea ttle . . . . . . . . . . . KVI 570 
Sn okane . . . . . . . . . KGA 1510 
WASHINGTON, n. C.-
WMAL 630 
WEST VIRGINIA-
Beckl ey . . . . . WWNR 620 
Hu ntington WHTN 800 
Parkers burg (S at) 
WCOM 1230 
Wheeltni:- . . . . \VK WK 1400 
\\ ' I SCONSTN-
r;ree n Bay ... . 
Lacros se ... . . . 
Manis on 
Milw aukee .... 
Neenah 
WDUZ 
\ VKTY 
\V IBA 
WCAN 
WNAM 
WSAU 
HOO 
5RO 
U30 
12fi0 
1280 
1400 Wasau 
WTOl\llNG-
Casne r KSPR 1470 
Cheyenne KFBC 710 
Co n v . . . . . . . . . . . KODI 1400 
L aramie . . . . . . KOWB 1340 
New cast le KARL ? 
R aw lins KRAL 1240 
R ive rton KWRL 1450 
Torrln11:ton KGOS 1490 
W orland . . . . . . KWOR 1490 
.Al ,ASKA- KABI 
Ket chi kan 
CANAnA-
Toron to. Ont. CKEY 
Wlnn'.'Peg , Ma .n . CKY 
f' AN .AT, ZONE-
Tla .lh nA. . . . . . . . . . HO G 
n ERll f UDA -
P emb rok e ZEM 
FHENCH :IIOROCCO-
ASRS 
Pl'ERTO R~CO-
San Juan ... . . WAPA 
580 
588 
580 
680 
9 :00 p .m. 
fJ ' 1 r; ' ' P l 
3 :3& p .1'1.l  
3:30 p.m . 
S:30 p.m. 
1 :00 p .m. 
1 :30 p.m . 
8:00 a .m. 
5 :30 p .m . 
1 :00 p .m. ' 
5:30 pm. 
10 -no n P1 
8 :00 a.m. 
2:00 p.m. 
8:00 a.m. 
9:30 a .m . 
9:15 p .m . 
12: 00 p.m . 
12: 00 p .m . 
12:00 p .m . 
12 :00 p .m. 
12: 00 p .m . 
12 :00 p .m . 
12 :00 p .m . 
12: 00 p .m . 
9:00 a .m . 
9:1& a.m 
6:0 0 r.m. 
1 :~O p .m . 
no time 
2 :30 p.m. 
Allmauerque . . KOAT 1240 
Carlsbad . . . . . . KPBM 149 
Clovl• . . . . . . . . . KCLV 1240 
S :00 P .m . 
1:30 p .m 
1:00 v .m All times are Sunday un less otherwise Indicated. 
Page 16 WHAT THE BIBLE WILL DO FOR YOU 
The Bible will render a further service to you in that 
it will bring rest to your soul. We are living in a day of rest-
lessness. Men are engaging in all forms of escapism, such as 
a move to a new community, a change of companions, and ab-
sorption in pleasure, all in an effort to find rest of soul. But 
sooner or later they dis cover for themselves that what happens 
outside a man makes no radical difference within. Such efforts 
to find peace are like the struggles of a person who burns with 
fever, and tossing from side to side vainly seeks to find relief 
by finding a cooler spot on his pillow, forgetting in his despera-
tion that the fever is within . The rest which the Bible promises 
brings calm and peace to the troubled soul. Jesus said, "Take 
my yoke upon you, and ye shall find rest unto your souls." 
The rest which He offers is not found in ease and self-in-
dulgence, but in the calm assurance that comes from resting 
upon His divine promises. 
Something else the Bible will do for you is to give you 
comfort and hope. In writing to Christians about their loved 
ones who had died in the Lord, Paul said, "Wherefore comfort 
one another with these words" (1 Thess. 4:18) . The inspired 
writer of the Hebrew letter testified that God confirmed His 
promise with an oath that "we might have a strong consolation , 
who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before 
us: Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul" (Heb . 6: 17-
19). Th e Bible opens the gates to Heaven and invites all men 
to obey the Lord that they may enter. It describes heaven as 
the place Jesus has gone to prepare as a rest for the righteous. 
It is truly the land that is fairer than day. 
But there are two things we must do before the Bible will 
bestow all these blessings upon us. We must take it into our 
hearts, and then live it daily . It isn't enough to buy the book 
in beautiful leather bindings and display it on a table in our 
homes . Let me ask you: Is the Bible on your shelf or is it also 
in your heart? 
Not only must the Bible be in your heart, but it must be 
obeyed from the heart. To the Christians in the first century 
Paul said, "But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of 
sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine 
which was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye 
became the servants of righteousness" (Rom . 6:17, 18). This 
same inspired apostle asked, "Know ye not, that to whom ye 
yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom 
ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto 
righteousness?" (Rom. 6:16) . If your faith has never urged 
you to repentance, prompeted you to confess Christ, and moved 
you to be buried with the Lord in baptism, you are still the 
servant of sin. You become a servant of righteousness only 
when you obey from the heart the gospel of Christ. 
II Declaration 
of Independence 
James D. Willeford No. 108 February 21, 1954 
A few years ago I stood benea th the outside balc ony of 
Fan euil Hall in Boston to hear the reading of the Declar ation of 
Independence. It was a simple cer emony but it left a deep im-
pression upon me. As the words were spoken in loud , cle ar tones 
I seemed to imbibe more of the spirit of 1776. Somehow I real-
ized more fully the price paid for our liberties by th e cou ra geous 
men who signed the Declaration, and it made me a li t tle more 
g rateful for my freedom . 
As Americans we understand and appreciate poli ti cal free-
dom. And most people throughout t he world yearn for political 
independen ce, but in religion, many seen willing to bow to 
spiritual dicta tors. We do not want anyone to tell us how to 
vote , but we are willing for min isters to dictate ho w we are 
to worship. We are not willing for anyone to interpre t th e news, 
but we le t pre ac her s and priest s in t erpret the Bible . We abhor 
political dicta to 'f'.!s. but we meekly submit to spiri tual masters. 
Bu t the Lord did not int end th at it sh ould be t his wa y! He 
gave the Bible for everyone to read for himself and to obey for 
himself. He establish ed a church whi ch should leav e ev er y m em-
ber free from any spiritual dictator sh ip. Christ says hi s disciples 
are all brethren. (Matt. 23.) In the Lord 's church the only auth-
orit y is God' s word and the only master is God's Son . Jesus 
called His di sciples and said un to them, "Ye kn ow tha t th e 
prin ces of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them , a nd they , 
th a t a r e gre a t exerci se a uthorit y over them . But it sha ll not be 
so a mon g you : but wh osoever will be great among you, let 
him be your mini ster ." (Matt . 20 :25,26.) This word "minister" 
h ere means servant. 
It is inte re sting to study the New Testament and learn 
how the Lor d provided for the fre edom of His people. When 
Chri s t establi she d His church , He did not authorize one man 
or a srnnll gro up of men to rul e it. It was made up of local con-
gregations ove r the world a nd in ea ch local chur ch the me mbe rs 
wer e to se lect e lders to lead them . These men were not to be 
s elected until th ey met ce rt ain sp ir i :ua l qu ali ficat ion s . and one 
r equir ement of th e Lord was that th ey not be he ads trong. The 
Lo rd does no t want di ctators in the church . After qualified 
men had been se lected they were ordained or appoin t ed as the 
eld ers over th e local congregati on. This was done upon the 
direction of in sp ired a postles wh o were guided into all truth 
and all true congregations of the Lord today mu st follow th!~ 
divin e patt ern left them by divin e authority . 
In Acts 14: 23 th e Lord says elders were ord ain ed in every 
chur ch . Wi th sev er a l qualifi ed m en as elders ifi ea ch congr eg-
ati on . and ea ch with t he sam e re sponsibility , a dictator could 
n ot r ise . Thi s is th e Lord' s pla n for ke eping Chris tia ns free. 
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Mosheim a renowned church historian, testified that this was 
the prac'tice when he said, "The churches in those anc~ent 
times, were entirely independent; none of them was subJect 
to any foreign jurisdiction, but each one was governed by its 
own rulers ." (P. 92, Vol. I, An Eccl. History.) 
But in time men departed from the Lord's plan. The apostle 
Paul warned the elders of the Ephesian church to be on guard, 
for he said, "of your own selves shall men arise, speaking 
perverse things to draw away disciples after them." (Acts 20: 
30.) History confirms the ill/Spiration of this statement, for this 
very thing came to pass. The Lord said there were to be elders 
in every church, and these men were all to have equal recog-
nition . But in the early part of the second century they started 
calling the man who had served the longest, the "senior elder." 
By the latter part of the second century, this "senior elder" 
came to be called the president eld er , and soon ther eaf ter 
he was called the bishop. At this point the elders and bishops 
were looked upon as different officers in the church, but ac-
cording to the New Testament the elders and bishops were 
one and the same. In Acts 20: 17 and 28, the Lord used both 
terms to describe the same men. These were not different 
offices but diff er ent names for the same office or work. Mos -
heim says, "The rulers of the church were called either pres-
byter s, or bishops, which two titles are, in the New Testament , 
undoubtedly applied to the same order of men." (P . 88, Vol. I 
An Eccl. History.) The Bible plainly teaches that the elders 
and bishops of each congregation were the same, and -reputable 
historians agree to this fact . 
In history, as soon as one of the elders in a congregation 
declared himself th e bishop, he would begin ruling the other 
elders. Soon the bishops in large cities were called Metropol -
itans. And the next departure from God's word was to elevate 
the Metropolitans in the five most prominent cities - Rome , 
Consta•tinople, Antioch, Jerusalem, and Alexandria - to 
Patri archs . These men ruled over all the churches in their 
several parts of U1e world . From this anti-scriptural arrange-
ment the Patriarch at Rome declared himself the universal or 
"catholic" . bishop, with authority to rule •the whole church. This 
occured in A. D. 606. It took six hundred years for Christians 
to lose their God-given freedom · completely, and they lost it 
because they departed from the Lord's plan for keenin g them 
free. The New Testament leaves no room for a spiritual auto -
crat, for we find no office which was desi gned to be oc cupied 
exclusively by a person, and no pos.ition in wh ich on e man 
stands al one and pre-eminent among his brethren. It i's a 
shame that religious people will forsake the New Testament 
which is their Declaration of Spiritual Independence. The bond-
age of the spirit Is the worst form of slavery; for, to be in 
religious bondage we must forsake the Lord's way, and that 
ls sinful! In the New Testament we are forbidd en either to 
a dd to or to take from God's word . When the elders in the 
second century -started calling one of their number the "Pres-
ident" of the group, they could not forsee the tragic results 
ahead. Newman, the historian, . has well said, "the most corrupt 
forms of Christianity have had their origin in slight deviations 
from the truth." (P. 18, Vol. I, ·A Manual of Church History by 
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Newman.) The Lord knows best; and when we depart from 
His plan eve n slightly, we are soon in spiritual bondage. 
One of the first mistakes made after the death of the in-
sp ired apostles was the organizing of the church universal. The 
New Testament church in a universal sense had but one officer 
the Lord Jesus. It is directed to obey Him and no other person. 
When Christ envisioned the church, 'He could see thousands 
of members scattered all over the world, and He made provision 
for their need. In organizing His people to work , He outlines 
in his will, which we call the New Testament, and which is 
our Declaration of Independence, that Christians were to be 
members of local congregation , and they were to work together 
as local churches. Each congregation was a complete unit within 
itself; and all co ngregations were equally related to Christ. 
There was or is no eartl:ly headquarters, either in Rome. or in 
Jerusalem, or in Abilene, Texas; no he ad assuming lordship over 
the churches. We know the will of Christ by what he said and 
did while here on earth. Search the New Testament and you 
will see that he planned for loc al congregations to carry on 
his work and worship. To organize some other system is to 
impeach His wisdom, and reject His word. 
In our da y we hav e men who reason: "The Lord did not 
leave any orga nizat ion except the local congregations, and so 
we will org a nize these into the church universal, into a vast 
missionary society to preach the gospel to the world." But this 
reasoning ignores the Lord's plan . The congregations were 
to be H4s unit s of mi ssionary activity, and they functioned so 
effective ly tha t Paul was able to say before the first century 
ended that the gospel had been preached to every creature 
under heav en. (Col. 1: 23.) By the direction of the Holy Spirit, 
t he ch urch in Antioch sent Paul and Barnabas and other mis-
s ionaries into Europ e and into Asia. (Acts 13:2,3.) When thes e 
men came home from the mission field . they called the church 
together and "rehearsed all that God had done with them." 
(Acts14:27.) By using the Lord's plan we not only do Hi s will, 
but we acc ompli sh his work more effectively and more econ-
omica lly. But when human missionary societies function they 
se nd out field men to collect the money, and when all th~ over-
head expens e is paid, less than fifty cents of the dollar is 
used dire ctly in mission work. Let the loca l congregations send 
missionaries. for mission planting is the proper work of every 
local church . · 
. The apostles were guided into all truth, yet they never or-
ga mzed anything larger than the local ch ur ch to car r y on tha, 
Lord's work. Philip Schaff, an eminent scholar among church 
historians, in des cribing the teaching of the early church says 
"There were no mis sionery societies, no missionary institu'. 
tions, ... .. and yet in three hundred years from the death of St . 
.John , the whole population of the Roman Empire , which then 
represente d the civilized world was nominally christianized . .. . 
every congregatio n was a missionary society, and every Christ-
ian believer a missionary, inflamed by the love of Christ to con-
Yert his fellowmen." (P. 20, Vol. II , A History of the Christian 
Chur~h. ) Th e Missionary Society is, in reality , a misguided 
1;ub st1tute for God's 11lan. It implies a weakness in the divine 
arra nge ment. The human missionary socie ty Is a substitute for 
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the divine plan of converting the world through the work of 
loca l congregations . We have no more right to change the Lord's 
way of doing mission work than we have to change his way 
of saving m en . God does not experiment; he does not make 
mistakes and wh en He in structs us to do mision work through 
the local congregations, this is the only right way to do it. 
When delegates have assembled, sent from numerous con-
gregations , and have developed an organization apart fro~ the 
local church, the new institution has always become in time a 
dictator over the churches. This outcome has been demonstrated 
to be ines capable! As a missionary society establishes new 
con gregations, these groups look to the parent organization for 
all di r ection; and the soci ety soon becomes the master, with 
th e congregations becoming slaves. In this way, the independ-
ence of the local church is lost; and the Lord's will has been 
viol ated by men. 
As an example of how individuals and congregations lose 
their liberty, permit me to mention an incident that happened 
in Madison , W~seonsin in 1930. At that time the W orld Board , 
which is the missionary organization of the Congregational 
Chur ch, m et , and veiled threats were issued against fundamental 
missionaries of the denomination. The lead ers of the Mission-
ary Or ga nization thre aten ed t o close the purs .e and force the 
mi ss ion aries home from India and other places unl ess they 
beg an t eaching mod erni sm on the for eign fi elds . (Modern Rel-
igious Liberalism, by John Horsch, pp. 180, 181.) The le aders 
of the World Board expressed only the will of a minority within 
the congre gations which were helping to support the mission-
aries , but the majority of the people were helpless. They were 
under the control of the human missionary society which had 
be come their master. They had created a frankensteln. And 
this is what happens when we bow to man rather than to Christ . 
Yet , as lon g as we foHow the Lord's word, we are free; and the 
c0ngrega tions are ind epend ent . 
To what extent wer e the early Christians free? They were 
fr ee in that eac h con grega tion was se lf-governin g. It took its 
orders from Christ's testament and not from an y man or any 
group of men . The church had no ecclesiastical machinery for 
writing creeds, making church laws, or dictating an interpret-
ation of the word of God. This is the Lord's way, and it is 
far better than anything hum an beings can devise. Surely we 
re alize that we cannot safely ignore the Lord's way, since it 
is the only right way. 
Friends, we should defend our spiritual fre edom with even 
mor e zeal and vigor than we do our politi cal indep endence. We 
should allow no man to keep us in religous bond age . If we are 
now enslaved, we ourselves are to blame. The New Testament 
is the Lord's Emancipation P roclamation. If you , my friend, 
are today In spiritual bondage , why hot · free yourself? In 
Christ and in His church there is liberty; and no man need 
bow to any _spiritual leader, ex cept to the Son of God only . 
Christ said, "the truth shall make you free ." It will give 
you freedom from sin and from religious bondage. In referring 
to the yoke of the law of Moses, Paul said in Gal . 5: 1, "Stand 
fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us 
free and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage." 
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Christian s then were not to be bound by the chains of the old 
law. Why should religious people today be bound by human 
cre eds, by church laws, and by religious leaders? Pe ter says 
of these men, ' 'While they promise you liberty, they themselves 
are the servants of corruption; for of whom a man is overcome , 
of the same !is he brought in bond age." (II. Pet. 2:19 .) Do you 
want to be in bondage to fallible, corrupt men or to be free in 
Christ? The Savior said, "Come unto me, all ye that labor and 
are hea vy laden, and I will give you rest .•.•. For my yoke is 
easy and my burden is light." Therefore, we ask you to come 
in faith, repen ti ng of your sins, and being baptized according 
to the simple instructions of our Lord. 
1lle TIiie! on Ille Cross 
James D. WIiieford No. 109 February 28, 1954 
Isaiah prophesied of the death of the Lord Jesus Chrl.Bt 
when he said, "And they mad e his grave with the wicked ." 
(Isa. 53: 9.) This was fulfilled centuries later when Christ was 
nailed to the Roman cross between two thieves . . . to die a 
shameful death. And as we behold that distant scene we hear 
one of the thieves saying to Jesus, "Remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom ." And Jesus said unto him, "Verily 
I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise ." 
Our hearts are thrilled as we hear this wonderful blessing come 
from the lips of the Lord and fall upon this dying thief . 
Frequently, when we quo te th e pl ain pass ages of scripture 
in the New Testament which rev ea l to us the gospe l way of sal-
vation and make it plain what we must do in order to be saved, 
a person will object by say ing that the thief on the cross did 
not have to do these things. For instance, the command of Jesus 
to be baptized is plain and there is no room for misunderstand-
ing it. He said, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
save d." On the day of Pentecost Peter told believing Jews, 
"Repent, and be baptiz ed every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins." Paul declared in Gal. 3:27 , "As 
many of you as hav e been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ." These passages declare that baptism is a condition of 
salvation, that bapti sm is for the remission of past or ali en 
sins, and that it puts one into Christ. But someone thinks that 
he can have the remission of his sins and get Into Christ with-
out being baptized. And often when I ask a person why he thinks 
this, he replies, "Well, the thief on the cross was saved and 
he was not baptized ." I recently received a letter from a min-
ister in Florida In which he asked, "If baptism is nece ssary to 
salvation, what ab out the famous thief on the cross?" 
All of these statements indicate that many people assume 
the thief was not baptized . It is not my purpose to contend 
that the thief was baptized. I don't know whether he was or 
not. On e can not dogmatically assert that he knows that he 
was, or that he knows he was not. He may easily have been 
included among the multitudes baptized by John . Matthe ·w says, 
"Then went out to him Jerusalem , and all Judaea, and all the 
reg ion around about Jordan. And were baptized of him In Jordan . 
confessing their sins." (Matt. 3: 5,6.) It Is presumptuous for 
people to say that the thief was never baptized . No one can 
know whether he was or was not baptized . However, in this 
lesson we wish to point out several sound reasons why the 
case of the thief on the cross is not a pattern for us today. 
In the first place this blessing of the Lord was pronounced 
upon the thief before th e New Testament was In for ce. In Col. 
2: 14 th e apostle Paul said th at Christ "blotted out the bond 
writte n In ordinan ces that was aga in st us, which was contrary 
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to us: and he hath tax en it c,ut of the way , nailing it to th e 
cross ." Here we are told emphatically that the law of Moses 
was nailed to the cross. In Gal. 4: 4 Paul said that Jesus Christ 
was born of woman, born under the law . According to these 
pa ssages , J esus wa s born under th e law of Moses, lived und er 
the law of Moses, and di ed while it was still in effe ct . But his 
death abrogated that law, and made possible a n ew an d better 
covenant based upon better promises. This truth is forcefully 
stat ed in the Hebrew lett er whe n the Lord caused the writer 
to say, "For whe re a testament is , there must also of necessity 
be the death of the testator . For a testament is of forc e a ft er 
men are dea d: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the 
testator liveth." (Heb. 9: 16,17.) Let us noti ce carefully that 
where a testament or will is in forc e there muft of neces sity 
be the death of t he testator, i . e ., the one making the will. It Is 
In force only after the testa tor Is dead. It cannot ava il while 
the testator lives. 
Jesus is the testator of the Ne w Testamen t, and it must 
follow as a logica l conclusion that while Christ liv ed here on 
the earth, the New Testament was not in force. And th is being 
the case, the thief on the cros s lived and died bef ore the New 
Testament was Inaugurated . But if we are saved it mu st be 
by the New Testament . Thi s fa ct Is plainly stated by P a ul when 
he said, "He taketh away the firs t th at he may estab lish the 
second ; By which will we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesns Christ once for all." (Heb. 10:9,10.) 
The Lord .said not only that Christ took away the firs t will or 
testament but that he did so in order that he migh t establish 
the second will or testament. But the Lord goes even further 
and says, "By the which will we have been sanctified ," that Is, 
by the second. So, we are saved by the second testament and 
not the first . The thief liv ed and died while the firs t test ament ' 
was in force and we live und er the se cond will. The re fore, as 
ca n readily be se en we live under a diff erent law from that 
under which he lived, and his case cannot be used as a pattern 
for us today. The New Te sta ment demands bap tism for the 
remission of sins and this fact cann ot be set aside by objecting 
to it on the ground the thief was not baptized. 
The second r eas on we ca nnot use the thief as an exa mpl e 
of salvation is that he died before the gospel was preached In 
•act . Paul said, "I declare unto you the gospel which I preached 
unto you, which also ye have r ece ived, and wherein ye stand; 
By which also ye are save d If ye keep in memory what I 
oreached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I de-
livered unto you first of all that which I al so received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures. (1 Cor . 
15 :1-4.) Now let us be sure to get this . Paul said tha t when 
the gospel was preached by him, he preached THAT CHRIST 
DIED , WAS BURIED, AND THAT HE WAS RAISED ON THE 
THIRD DAY. This is the very heart of the gospel. These are 
the fund amental facts . Before the dea th of Christ , the gospel 
was preached in promise, in prophecy, and in preparation, but 
it could not possibly have been preached in fact pr ior to His 
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death. The people of the Old Testament did not hear the ~ospel 
preached as we hear it tod ay. The thief on the cross did not 
hear it as we do. But Paul say s in the passage before us that 
we are saved by the gospel. And he said further that Christ 
will come to take vengeance upon those who do not obey the 
gospel. (II Thess . 1:7-9.) We obey the gospel when we .are 
buried with Christ by baptism into his death, and are ramed 
up even as Christ was raised up to walk in a newi:ess of life. 
(Rom. 6: 3,4.) And this great fact cannot be set. aside by con-
tending that the thief on the cross was not baptized. 
A third reason why the thief is not a pattern for us is 
that he died before Christ gave his Great Commission. After 
the Lord's resurr ectio n He commanded the apostles to "Go . . . 
and t each all natiotl s, baptizing them in the name of the Father , 
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost." (Matt . 28:19.) The 
thief died befm.'e this order was ever given. If men use the 
th ief on the cross as an examp le of salvation without baptism , 
why not use the pa lsie d man who was saved on the faith of 
the four men who brought him to Christ. Matthew says, "And , 
behold, the y brought to him a man si ck of the palsy, lying on 
a bed: and J es us seeing their faith said unto the sick of the 
pa lsy; Son , be of goo d cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee." 
(Matt. 9: 2.) If anyone is deter mined to us e the thi ef on th e 
cross as a pattern for sinn ers now, why not go ba ck to anoth er 
man who liv ed under the law? This man said, "Woe is me! for 
I am undone ; because I am a man of unclean lips . . . Then 
flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live ooal in his 
hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: 
and he laid it upon niy mouth , an d said, Lo, this hath touched 
thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and th y sin purged ." 
(Isa . 6: 5-7.) We can just as well use this as an example of how 
the Lord forgives sins as we can use the thief on the cross. 
Some men will labor to prove th at Paul was saved before 
he was baptized and they will conclude, "But Paul is not our 
example of conversion, we follow the Lord Jesus." There a r e 
two grave inconsistencies about men who will take such a 
position . First, they use Paul as an example of a man who was 
save d befo re he was baptized , and then turn right around and 
say, "But Paul is not our examp le ." Friends , can't you see th at 
if the se men r ea lly felt that P aul was saved before he was 
ba ptized, they would be happy to use him as an example of 
conversion . Wh en men t ell the sto ry of P aul 's convers ion , they 
cannot get away from the fact th at baptism was som ething 
he had to do befor e the Lord would wash away his sin s. This 
~ the way the Bible recounts it. (Acts 9 : 6; 22 : 16.) 
The second in consist ency of men who will reject Paul's 
conversion is , th at th ey will then run to the thief on the cross . 
We shoul d remember that Chri st spoke to both the thief and 
Paul. The thief aske d to be r emembe r ed and Christ said, "Today 
sh alt thou be with me in paradise." Paul asked, "Lord, what 
wilt thou ha ve me to do ?" and Christ, throu gh his mini ste r . 
comm an ded him to "Arise and be baptie d." (Acts 22: 16.) It · is 
the height of inco ns istency to follow the thief who was bl essed 
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under the terms of the Old Law , and then refuse to follow Paul 
who was bles se d after the will of Chri st wen t in to effec t. 
But the greatest trage dy of all is, th at so me men will fol -
low the thi ef in preference to Chris t himself . Th ey will follow 
Christ from Beth leh em dow n to Egypt, and they will then follow 
him from Egypt to Naza re th , an d they will even follo w him 
from Naz areth to the banks of the Jordan, bu t the moment the y 
see him start into the water to be ba ptized they take out after 
the thief on th e cross! 
A fourth reason why we ca nnot follow the thief on th e 
cross as our patter n is t ha t he wa:s likely an Isr ae lite, and as 
su ch he was a ch ild of God under the law of Moses. Un der the 
law male babi es were circumcised at eight days of a ge, and 
at that time they became the Lord's own posse ss ion . Of cour se 
the thief was not true to the Lord sin ce he had become a thief. 
His case would be par allel to that of a Christian who goes back 
in to a life of sin, and then r epen ts and asks God's forg iveneiss . 
The thief was not like a sinne r today who has never obe yed the 
gospe l. 
You may ask, "But how can you be sur e that h e was a J ew, 
and not a Gentile?" W e can be sure be cause th e Roman's and 
Jews lived in Pa lestine at th e time of Chri st's de ath , and it is 
a well-known fact that the Romans never cr ucified Romans . 
That was a shameful death reserved for their desp is ed subject s . 
Christ was a Jew, and in all prob abili ty t he th ieves we r e also 
J ew s. 
When Cbrist died n ea r Jerusale m two men di ed wi th him . 
There were th re e crosses, and three men hang in g up on th em. 
We don't kn ow much about two of t he se m en . We can't be ' 
certain whether they had bee n bap tized or not . Bu t the third 
man on the cross is well known for he was th e Son of God. 
We know that he was bapt ized, for the re cord is giv en in 
Matthew, the thi rd chapter. Christ said that he mus t be bap-
tized to fulfill a ll righteousne ss or to put it another way, to 
ob ey God's comma nds. (Psa. 119:172.) The Father showe d that 
he wa s well please d when Hi s Son ob eye d Hi s will , and he 
will be pleased when we do his bid ding . 
If you are int ereste d in a patte rn of conversion , the New 
Test ament furnis hes you with it. But you must be will in g to 
come thi s side of the cross, for t he New Testa ment was not 
in effect on the other side of it . You mu st come this side of 
the cross . . . and this side of the thief on t he cross ... be cause 
the gospel was not preached in fac t befor e Christ's deat h. You 
must come to the las t chapter of the gospel, and to th e book 
of Acts of the Apostles . In the book of Acts you will see how 
the people were converted after the New T esta men t wa s in sti -
tuted , after the gospel was preache d in fac t, and afte r th e 
kin gdom was es tablished. Will you do that today-will you get 
your New Testament and read care full y th is book of Acts , a 
short book of twenty-eight chapters and find out how people 
be ca m e Christians in apostoli c times . Th en you will know how 
you can be com e a Christian today an d if you have ever done so 
in the past . .. you will ne ver again be guilty of po inti ng to 
the thief as your mod el an d patt ern. 
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